
Head in the Clouds 
1 Thessalonians 4 (Different Beliefs About End Times, Part 1) 
 
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 
13 But we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers, about those who are asleep, that 
you may not grieve as others do who have no hope. 14 For since we believe that Jesus 
died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with him those who have 
fallen asleep. 15 For this we declare to you by a word from the Lord, that we who are 
alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will not precede those who have fallen 
asleep. 16 For the Lord himself will descend from heaven with a cry of command, with 
the voice of an archangel, and with the sound of the trumpet of God. And the dead in 
Christ will rise first. 17 Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up together 
with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we will always be with the 
Lord. 18 Therefore encourage one another with these words. 
 
There are three major views of eschatology (doctrine of last things) that are listed 
below. This is a secondary issue. We are not divisive over secondary issues, knowing 
that we must all have a teachable spirit and test things by God's Word. 
 

• Amillennialism – the belief that there will not be a literal 1,000-year reign of Christ 
on earth. Instead, they believe that Christ is now sitting on the throne of David and 
that this present church age is the kingdom over which Christ reigns. 
- The amillennialism perspective sees the whole of God's redemptive revelation as 

twofold - promise and fulfillment; it also emphasizes that a strict-literal 
interpretation of the Old Testament is not necessarily the most accurate way of 
determining what the text means. 

- The first portion dawned at Christ's first advent, "The kingdom of heaven is at 
hand.” Cf. Matthew 3:2 

- At the cross, Christ won the final victory over death and Satan. And then He 
ascended to reign upon the throne of David forever. Cf. Luke 1:32-33; Acts 2:30-
31 

- The thousand-year span is not literal, rather it symbolizes a long period. It 
represents the entire church age from the cross to the second coming. Cf. 
Revelation 20:1-10 

 

• Postmillennialism – is an interpretation of Revelation chapter 20 which sees 

Christ’s second coming as occurring after the “millennium,” a golden age or era of 
Christian prosperity and dominance. They believe that “1,000 years” simply means 
“a long time period.” They believe that Christ will return after Christians (not Christ 
Himself) have established the kingdom on this earth. 
- Partial-preterist interpretation of Revelation and the various judgment prophecies 

in the Gospels, believing that many of those prophecies were fulfilled in 70 A.D. 
at the destruction of the temple in Jerusalem. 

- The millennial kingdom is the fulfillment of God's promise to Abraham that he 
would become "a great nation" and that "all peoples on earth would be blessed" 
through him. Cf. Genesis 12:2-3 



- This holy reign will come about via gradual conversion through the spread of the 
Gospel. Cf. Deuteronomy 7:22; Ezekiel 47:1-12 

 

• Premillennialism – is the view that Christ’s second coming will occur before His 
millennial kingdom, and that the millennial kingdom is a literal 1000-year reign of 
Christ on earth. In the view of the end times come three other breakouts of 
eschatology: pre-tribulation, mid-tribulation, and post-tribulation.  
- Literal interpretation and use of prophecy in Daniel 9:24-27 
- All the dead saints will rise from their graves and all the living members of the 

church shall be caught up with them to meet Christ in the clouds. Cf. 1 
Corinthians 15:51-52; 1 Thessalonians 4:15-17 

- During these seven years of tribulation, there will be three-and-a-half years of 
world peace under an Antichrist, who will establish a one-world order. Cf. Daniel 
7:8; Revelation 13:1-8; 17:1-15 

- The last three-and-a-half years will be greater suffering. Cf. Revelation 6-18 
- Christ second coming. Cf. Matthew 24:27-31; Revelation 19:11-21 
- He will judge the world and bind Satan for one thousand years. Cf. Ezekiel 20:33-

38; Matthew 25:31; Jude 1:14-15; Revelation 20:1-3  
- Satan will be released and bring about an unsuccessful rebellion against God. 

After this battle, Satan and the wicked are cast into the lake of fire, while the 
righteous proceed into their eternal state in the realm of the new heaven and the 
new earth. Cf. Revelation 20:7-10; 21 

 
Jarrod – I am Premillennial and believe that Jesus will return first (Rapture/Catching 
Up) for the Church Pre-Tribulation and then again for the Second Coming after the 7-
year Tribulation to establish the 1,000-year millennial reign. 
 
Harrison Taylor – I was taught and believed in premillennialism since a kid; my 
perspective has not changed; however, I can understand how someone could see the 
1,000-year reign as a long time, and I have in the past entertained the idea. I believe the 
rapture will occur pre-tribulation, followed by the second coming and The millennial 
reign. To be clear, for me, the rapture and Christ’s millennial reign are distinctly 
separate events. Spending time in the Scriptures on this topic has been encouraging, 
and I am reminded of the glorious hope we have in Jesus. 
 
Devin Harris – I believe the next prophetic event to be fulfilled will be the coming of the 
Lord in the air to Rapture all believers of this age. I believe it is imminent, pre-tribulation, 
and pre-millennial. Following that event, the reward judgment of the saints will take 
place at the Bema seat. At some subsequent time, they will be gathered to the marriage 
supper of the Lamb. The seven-year tribulation period will follow the Rapture. Following 
the tribulation, there will be the millennium, the one-thousand-year reign of Christ upon 
the earth. Following the millennium there will be a brief period of rebellion and then the 
Great White Throne Judgment where the wicked from all ages will be judged. After this 
will come the eternal state with the wicked in the Lake of Fire forever and the Saints 
with the Lord.  
 



I want you to spend some time reviewing scripture and praying that the Holy 
Spirit would give you wisdom and discern on end times.  
 
No matter where you land, we all believe that Jesus is returning. This should 
compel us to live out our work of faith, labor of love, and steadfastness of hope.   
 


